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SUBJECT: 18TH US-JAPAN PLANNING TALKS 

REF: SUTTERLIN LETTER TO SHOESMITH OF SEPTEMBER 21. 

1. FONOFF NOTED NEWS REPORTS INDICATING CHANGE IN 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND COORDINATION STAFF AND 
INQUIRED OF EMB AS TO WHETHER THIS CHANGE WILL AFFECT 
TIMING OF 18TH SESSION OF PLANNING TALKS. FONOFF 
INDICATED THAT IF PATTERN OF PAST YEARS IS TO BE 
CONTINUED, THEY ARE PREPARED TO SEND DELEGATION TO 
US IN LATE NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER. IF CONVENIENT TO 

US SIDE, FONOFF PREFERS NOV 25-28 TIME FRAME. 

2. EMB WOULD APPRECIATE INDICATION OF DEPT'S INTENTIONS 
WITH RESPECT TO BOTH TIMING AND AGENDA OF NEXT PLANNING 
TALKS SESSION. EMB HAS NOT YET DISCUSSED CONTENTS OF REF 
LETTER WITH FONOFF IN ANY DETAIL. 
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